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Craig VanRenterghem earned his Bachelor of Music from Bluffton University in 2005 and 

joined the music faculty at Findlay City Schools in the fall of the same year, teaching general 

music and choir at Glenwood Middle School. In 2007, VanRenterghem became the co-director 
of choirs and the director of Voices in Perfection, the freshman show choir at Findlay High 

School. He also served as the assistant director of Findlay First Edition (FFE), in which his 

primary responsibility was directing the “Boingers,” the award-winning instrumental 
ensemble for FFE. In 2014, VanRenterghem joined the Arts Partnership as education director, 

and in 2018, as a result of a merger, became the education director at the Marathon Center for 

the Performing Arts. VanRenterghem has extensive musical theatre experience, having served 

as music director for Findlay High School, Youtheatre, and Riley Creek Singers musicals. He is 
a member of the International Performing Arts for Youth, Arts Midwest, and the American 

Alliance for Theatre and Education. VanRenterghem serves as past-president of Hancock 

Youth Leadership and is a member of Collaborative for Arts Education in Ohio. 
 

Dr. Mary E. Weems is a poet, playwright, imagination-intellect theorist, and the author of 13 

books, including “Blackeyed: Plays and Monologues,” five chapbooks, and numerous book 
chapters and individual poems. Both of her books of poems, “An Unmistakable Shade of Red 

and the Obama Chronicles” and “For(e)closure,” were finalists for Ohioana Book Awards. 

Weems was awarded a 2015 Cleveland Arts Prize for her full-length drama, “MEAT,” and was 

awarded the Cleveland State University Black Studies Department’s 2020 Edutainment 
Award. Weems has also been nominated for a Pushcart Prize. Her new book, “Still Hanging: 

Using Performance texts to Deconstruct Racism,” co-authored with Dr. Bryant Alexander, is 

forthcoming from Brill/Sense Publishers in Spring 2021.  
 

Emily Prince is the education director/grants coordinator at Stuart’s Opera House. Prince has 

been with Stuart’s since October 2012. She also works in professional theatre as a director 
and dramaturg and as a musician,performing with the noise improvisation group "Dinner of 

Swords'' and with poet Wendy McVicker in the group "another language altogether." She 

studied theatre at Ohio University and graduated in the inaugural class of Leadership Athens 

County. She serves on the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education board. She is the president for the 

Rotary Club of Nelsonville and has served as a grant panelist for the Ohio Arts Council and the 

National Endowment of the Arts. As a facilitator and community builder, Prince is trained and 

certified in both the Art of Hosting and AIR Shift. She’s a tireless cheerleader and advocate for 
Southeast Ohio, Appalachian Culture, and homegrown artists. Nurturing artists of all 

disciplines—from sculptors to quilters and harpists to heavy-metal bands. When not 
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administrating the arts, Prince is crafting, writing, and spending time on her farm with her 
husband and two beautiful sons. 

 

Kimberly Bolden is the founder and executive producer of Cincinnati Poetry Slam, as well as 
the marketing manager and poetry programs coordinator for Elementz Hip Hop Cultural 

Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. She is a nationally known poet and spoken-word artist who has 

been writing creatively, performing, and hosting artist showcase events for almost two 

decades. She has toured and performed in numerous cities around the country alongside 
some of today’s most prolific and profound artists. She has won spoken word competitions 

and awards, both as a solo artist and as a member of spoken word groups and collectives. 

Bolden has collaborated with other creatives on major spoken word events, recording 

projects, stage plays, web series, and publications. 

 

Natalie Bauman has worked directly with families, Holocaust survivors, and senior living 
facilities to create personal documentaries. This work led to the founding of the Digital 

Mosaic with the custom SimplyTold app, which enables user-generated content for 

community and collective storytelling. Bauman is a certified arts educator who has taught 

digital media programming through the Center for Arts-Inspired Learning. She now serves as 
the creative services manager for Step2, a toy and home goods manufacturing company. She 

has a Bachelor of Arts in communication from the Ohio State University, and her writing has 

been published in various magazines and newspapers. 
 

Omope Carter Daboiku hails from Southern Ohio, along the river on the northcentral 

Appalachian landscape. Her quest to understand identity began with understanding her 
mixed-ancestry genealogy through story. Since 1990, she has worked as wordsmith, 

storyteller, and fabric artist on stage, TV, video, and YouTube. Her batik commissions include 

master quilter Dr. Carolyn Mazloomi and the centerpiece of the Women of One World quilt 

exhibited at the UN Women's Conference in Beijing, China. Her storytelling accolades began 
with Cincinnati's first Fine Arts Sampler Weekend, performances for the Cincinnati Arts 

Association, a 2008 tour of Turkey for the U.S. State Department, being included in Dayton 

Metro Library's Dial-a-Story launch, and serving as resident artist with Dayton's award-
winning arts education powerhouse Muse Machine. When relaxing, she can be found 

volunteering for the Park Service at the Paul Laurence Dunbar House or at Edgemont Solar 

Garden, where she strives to increase cross-cultural civic engagement and college access via 

urban agriculture as an African American-Appalachian heritage art. 

 

Rodney Veal is an independent choreographer and multi-disciplinary artist who serves as 

adjunct faculty at Sinclair Community College. In addition, he currently serves as a career 
community coordinator for Sinclair Community College. He is a graduate of Eastern Michigan 

University, where he received a BS in political science and visual arts. He received his MFA in 
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choreography from the Ohio State University. Veal currently serves on the board of trustees of 
OhioDance as president and on the boards of Levitt Pavilion Dayton, HomeFull, Dayton Live!, 

and WYSO. Veal is the recipient of several Montgomery County Arts and Cultural District 

(MCACD) grants and fellowships, including an MCACD fellowship for 2010-11. He was one of 
five artists chosen nationwide to participate in the Blue Sky Dayton Project Artist in Residency 

Program held in collaboration with the University of Dayton in the summer of 2009. Veal has 

choreographed and presented performance installations all over the Miami Valley. Recent 

notable projects include “Reveal: Five Zones of Beauty,” presented at the Springfield Museum 
of Art in 2011, and the GHETTO installation at the University of Dayton’s ArtStreet in 2015. 

Veal can currently be seen as the Host of the Emmy-Award-winning television series,  “The Art 

Show” on ThinkTV Channel 16, which is currently in production for its 12th season. 

 

Shari Wilkins was born into a family of photographers and writers and learned her craft from 

watching her father, a photographer and professional film editor, document their family life 
in the ‘60s and ‘70s as her grandmother, Winifred, kept detailed diaries of their daily life that 

was in direct conflict of the reality of the family secrets. The incongruity of Wilkins’ family life 

steered her toward a practice in research methodology based in social work theory and Henry 

David Thoreau’s transcendentalist philosophy. She often attempts to convey genuine 
emotion through her photography by playing with scale, inviting the viewer to draw close to 

see the constructed reality. Wilkins draws from a varied history of music, film, and literature. 

She is an artist, curator, and writer living in Cleveland, Ohio, with work held in collection 
locally, nationally, and internationally. In 2012, she created a unique, dynamic nonprofit arts 

organization, the Cleveland Print Room, conceiving it as an intervention and part of her social 

practice. 
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